University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-26-1986

Thomas Payne to receive Pantzer Award during UM Homecoming
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Thomas Payne to receive Pantzer Award
during UM Homecoming" (1986). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 10220.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/10220

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

Lr<\

of Montana
»

ffrr

>3
/89"V

'

m

Office of University Relations

^

•

a

ps-

^

m

w

Missoula, Montana 59812

I

•

(406) 243-2522

MEDIA RELEASE
September 26, 1986
THOMAS PAYNE TO RECEIVE PANTZER AWARD
DURING UM HOMECOMING
MISSOULA —
Thomas Payne, professor emeritus in the political science
department at the University of Montana, will be awarded the
Robert T. Pantzer Award at 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 2 during UM's
traditional "Singing-on-the Steps" ceremony as part of the 1986
homecoming celebrations.

The ceremony will be held on the steps

of Main Hall.
The award, to be presented by UM President James Koch, is
given annually to a person "who has contributed substantially to
making the university a more open and humane learning
environment."

The UM Foundation established the award in 1975 to

honor Pantzer, president of the university from 1966 to 1974.
The award consists of a certificate, honorarium and $100
cash award.
A Missouri native, Payne came to the University of Montana
in 1951 to join the political science department. He has a
doctorate from University of Chicago and taught previously at the
University of Tennessee.
Payne served as chairman of the political science department
from 1959 until his retirement last year.

During his 34-year

tenure, he served on several university councils and committees,
more
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including the Executive Committee Senate, the Faculty Evaluation
Committee for political science and the University Planning
Council.
Payne has also been active in service to the community.

He

has served on the board of trustees for Missoula School District
I ' been a member and chair of the Missoula County Election
Committee, and worked through a committee that evaluated
Missoula's emergency health services and instigated the
installation of the 911 emergency telephone system.
On a state-wide basis, Payne has served as a consultant for
the Montana Legislative Council, served on the State Commission
on Local Government, and been a consultant for the Department of
Public Instruction.

Payne has been a member and president of the

Western Political Science Association and the Northwest Political
Science Association.
Students Bill Mercer and Glen Campbell, supporting Payne's
nomination for the award, wrote, "We believe Tom Payne's greatest
gift to this institution was his care and concern for students.
His commitment to individual counseling, all-day accessibility
and scholarly thought have made him deservedly popular while
preparing a number of students to work in the public sector."
A resolution approved by the Board of Regents upon Payne's
retirement states, "During his professional years, the State of
Montana has had no political analyst more knowledgeable and
discerning."

